
http://ohs.delaware.gov/motorcycle_safety_2011/pdfs/OHS_Share_The_Road.pdf














2011 Statistics 

  

 In 2011, 18 motorcyclists were killed, ten 
more than in 2010. 

 

  Only 8 of the 18 fatalities wore a helmet 
(44%) 

 

  8 of the motorcycle crashes were alcohol-
related. 

 

 The average age of the person killed was 
46. 

 

 

 

 

 



2012 statistics 

 

 So far this year, 5 people have been killed 
in m/c crashes (as of 4/18) 

 

 2 were not wearing helmets 

 

 4 involved motorist error 

 

 None are believed to be alcohol-related 



 
 
Majority of motorcycle 
crashes in 2011 
occurred between 
Friday and Sunday.  
57% occur between 4 
pm – midnight  

 
  

 
 
The average age of 
motorcyclists killed in 
Delaware is over the 
age of 40.  
 

 



Motorcycle Riders Killed in Region 3 by Age Group and Year 
  

 



Common Factor - Motorcyclist error 

 

 Alcohol use 

 

 Speed 

 

 Failure to negotiate a curve 

 

 So far this year, 20% of crashes are m/c 
error 



Helmet Use 

  
 In Delaware, motorcycle operators and 

passengers up to age 19 are required to wear 
helmets. Motorcycle riders over the age of 19 are 
required to have a helmet on their bike at all 
times.  

 

  In 2011, 18 motorcyclists were killed in crashes; 
only 8 were wearing a helmet. 



“… our law encourages riders to use 
the helmets they are required to 
carry. The law may be imperfect, but 
it sends a signal – wearing a helmet 
while riding a motorcycle is 
something we value as a community. 
This requirement saves lives. Riders 
are more likely to wear helmets if 
they have to carry one on their 
motorcycle, and passengers picked 
up by motorcycle at least have the 
option to wear a helmet since, under 
current law, one must be provided” 
 

  July 13, 2011 

Governor Vetoes Repeal of Motorcycle Helmet Law 







In 2010, 6 Law Enforcement 
Officers lost their lives in 
Motorcycle Accidents while on-
duty. Another 50 were killed in 
Motor Vehicle Collisions and 
16 were struck by  vehicles 
while outside their vehicles. 
 
Statistics Courtesy of National Law Enforcement Memorial Fund, www.nleomf.org 



In Delaware, 4 Police Officers 
have died in the line of duty 
due to Motorcycle Accidents. 







Motorcyclists are everywhere 



 
 
 
 
 

Tips for the motorist 

 Look for motorcycles, especially 
when checking traffic at 
intersections 

 

 Double check blind spots 

 

 Allow more following distance 

 



Ride Smart 



Take an approved 
 rider safety course. 

Always wear 
proper safety gear.   





www.motorcyclesafetyde.org 

for more information  

http://www.motorcyclesafetyde.org/


Resources 

 

 •Delaware Office of Highway Safety www.ohs.delaware.gov 

 

•National Highway Traffic Safety Administration  www.nhtsa.gov 

 

•Delaware Department of Motor Vehicles www.de.dmv.gov 

 

•Delaware M/C Training Course   www.de.dmv.gov/motorcycle 

 

•Motorcycle Safety Foundation www.msf-usa.org 
 

 

 

http://www.ohs.delaware.gov/
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